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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The amendment filed August 13, 2007 has been entered. Claim 1 has been 
amended. Claims 1-34 are pending in this Application. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



3. Claims 1-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Estrada 
(US 2003/0135565 A1). hereinafter "Estrada". 



As per claim 1. Estrada teaches a method providing support for project 
information management comprising: 

• "creating a memory storage containing individual description of each project 
listed in a group of projects, each description comprising one or more properties, 
said properties selected from a group consisting of at least: "name, deadline, 
color, icon, status, importance, and urgency" at [0094] - [0095] and Figs. 1-2; 

• "said storage also containing descriptions of information objects related to each 
project listed in said group of project" at [0102] and Figs. 5, 9; 
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• "said information objects selected from a group consisting of at least: computer 
files and folders, computer applications, electronic documents and their parts, 
web pages, computer networl< address, electronic messages, computer network 
transmissions, computer network connections, computer device descriptions, 
computer preferences and setting, user identities, user profiles and accounts, 
computer system-generated reports and collections, user interface components, 
virtual reality objects, electronic images, computer models, and personal 
information management system entries" at [0102] and Fig. 9; 

• "selecting, through a user-performed action, one project of said group of projects 
as an active project" at [0118] and Fig. 24; 

• "detecting, through a first detecting means, an event generated by one of at least 
one computer application and at least one operating system when a user-action 
is carried out with at least one information object, the user action selected from a 
list consisting of at least: creating, deleting, activating, inactivating, selecting, 
deselecting, opening, closing, viewing, sending, receiving, downloading, 
uploading, accessing over network, sharing, archiving, printing out, playing, 
pausing, saving, copying, moving, modifying, or editing said at least one 
infomriation object" at [0118] and Figs. 24-25 

• "detecting, through a third detecting means, whether at least one of the 
infomnation object described in said event is not contained in said list of 
information objects related to said active project" at [0118], [0169]; 
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• and if said at least one information object described in said event is not contained 
in said list of Information objects related to said active project, then adding a 
description of said at least one information object to said list of information object 
related to said active project" at [0118] and Figs. 24-25; 

• "viewing and editing lists of project-related information objects" at [01 19]; 

• "opening an information object from a list of project-related information object" at 
[0119]; 

• "whereby an organization and accumulation of information objects related to 
individual projects of a user Is accomplished In the computer system, thus 
enabling the user to directly access project-related information objects when 
work on a project is resumed after an intermission" at Fig. 26. 

As per claim 2, Estrada teaches the method according to claim 1 , comprising 
detecting an event generated upon a user-action being carried out through first 
detecting means and through second detecting means further detecting which project is 
active when the event is generated at [0118] and further comprising the step of: 

• "creating an entry to a database containing interaction history, said entry 
comprising at least: time of the event, type of user-action, information object or 
objects used, and the project, which is active at the time of the event" at Figs. 1 1 , 
22,26; 

• "whereby identifying a sub-set of entries in the interaction history database, 
linked to an individual project, enables a user to update, modify, or generate a list 
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of information objects related to said individual project, through an updating, 
modifying, or generating means" at Fig. 26. 

As per claim 3, Estrada teaches the method according to claim 2, comprising 
"manual viewing and editing of entries in the interaction history database" at [01 19]. 

As per claim 4, Estrada teaches the method according to claim 2, further 
comprising editing of entries in the interaction history database through manual editing 
or algorithm-based processing, and storing both unedited and edited versions of the 
interaction history in a computer memory" at [01 19]. 

As per claim 5, Estrada teaches the method according to claim 2, further 
comprising the step of: visualizing information in the interaction history database as 
statistical charts and timeline or timelines" at [0016] and Fig. 14. 

As per claim 6, Estrada teaches the method according to claim 2, further 
comprising the step of: processing the interaction history database by converting a pre- 
processed sequence of three or more identical events into a processed sequence, said 
processed sequence containing the first and the last events of the pre-processed 
sequence" at Fig. 1 1 . 

As per claim 7, Estrada teaches the method according to claim 2, further 
comprising the steps of: assigning ranks to project-related resources, wherein 
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resources accessed with a frequency, which exceeds a predetermined value, are 
assigned a higher rank than a default rank assigned to a resource accessed once; 
edited and saved documents, bookmarked web pages, manually entered URLs, 
answered messages, messages marked as important, renamed folders, and folders, in 
which files are saved, are assigned a still higher rank; resources opened for less than a 
first predetermined amount of time are assigned a rank, lower than a default rank 
assigned to a resource accessed once; and resources not used for more than a second 
predetermined amount of time are assigned a rank, lower than a default rank assigned 
to a resource accessed once; and selectively displaying resources with predetermined 
ranks as directly displayed on lists of project-related resources and other resources 
being displayed, indirectly, if an additional operation is carried out; and 
setting options for directly and indirectly displaying project-related resources with 
different ranks" at Fig. 26. 

As per claim 8, Estrada teaches the method according to claim 2, comprising 
"manual viewing and editing of a part of the interaction history database related to an 
Indicated project-related resource, such as a file, a computer folder, a URL, a message, 
or an email address, said part of the interaction history database displayed as a text, a 
statistical chart, or timeline diagram representing the use of the said indicated resource 
in one or several projects" at [0016, [0136] and Figs. 9-14. 
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As per claim 9, Estrada teaches the method according to claim 2, further 
comprising the step of: "displaying visual clues indicating for how long individual 
projects are not active" at Fig. 13. 

As per claim 10, Estrada teaches the method according to claim 1, further 
comprising the step of: providing a personal information management system 
comprising tools selected from the group consisting of at least: calendar, To Do lists, 
and notes; wherein entries to the personal information management system are linked 
to projects, which are active when the entries are being made" at [0100] and Fig. 22 . 

As per claim 11, Estrada teaches the method according to claim 1, further 
comprising the step of: "displaying one of a minimized and a maximized view of project 
description and personal information management tools; and switching between the 
minimized and the maximized views selectively at command" at Figs. 10-11. 

As per claim 12, Estrada teaches the method according to claim 10, further 
comprising the step of: "displaying project-related information in a calendar in a color 
associated with a given project" at [0101]. 

As per claim 13, Estrada teaches the method according to claim 10, comprising 
"manually creating a description of a project" at Fig. 2 and further comprising the steps 
of "creating a description of parts of the project or subtasks; and marking one of the 
subtasks as the active subtask" at Fig. 13. 
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As per claim 14, Estrada teaches the method according to claim 13, further 
comprising the steps of: "relating project-related information objects and personal 
information management system entries to specific subtasks, which are active when 
said resources are used and said entries are made; and if no subtask is selected, then 
displaying all project-related information objects and personal information management 
system entries, and if a subtask is selected, then displaying only those project-related 
information objects and personal information management system entries, which are 
related to the said subtask" at [0024]-[0025] and Figs. 13. 

As per claim 15, Estrada teaches the method according to claim 1 , further 
comprising the steps of: 

• "providing personal information management tools selected from the group 
consisting of at least: calendar, To Do lists, and notes; wherein entries to said 
personal information management system are linked to projects, which are active 
when said entries are being made" at [0014]-[0015] and Figs. 3-14; and 

• "creating an entry to a database containing interaction history when a user-action 
is carried out with an information object, wherein said entry at least comprises 
one of: time of the event, type of user-action, information object or objects used, 
and the project, which is active at the time of the event" at Figs. 3-14. 
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As per claim 16, Estrada teaches the method according to claim 1, further 
comprising the steps of: "generating through document generating means a document 
containing a description of a specific project, said project description containing 
information types selected from a group consisting of at least: project name, project 
deadline, a description of project color, a description of project icon, a list of project's 
sub-projects with their respective deadlines, whether the project is completed or not, 
names of project-related files and folders, a list of project-related URLs, a list of project- 
related email addresses, headers of recent or all messages sent within the project, list 
of all or recent events in project's interaction history, a statistical description of project's 
interaction histories, project-related notes and To Do entries, project-related calendar 
entries; and Selectively defining, which types of information to be included in a project 
description" at Figs. 2-14. 

As per claim 17, Estrada teaches the method according to claim 15, further 
comprising the step of: "coloring areas of a calendar view representing time units, such 
as days, weeks, or months, of a predetermined period in the past with colors associated 
with the projects worked on during said time units, wherein the proportion of the area 
colored in a project's color is substantially proportional to the amount of time spent on 
that project" at [0101] and Figs. 4B, 14. 

As per claim 18, Estrada teaches the method according to claim 1, further 
comprising the steps of: "detecting the subset of project-specific resources of an active 
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project, which are open at the moment when the project becomes not active; and 
storing a description of the subset of project-related information objects in computer 
memory; and when the project becomes active again, providing means for opening the 
subset of project-related information objects corresponding to said memory-stored 
description" at [0040]-[0044]. 

As per claim 19. Estrada teaches the method according to claim 1 . further 
comprising the steps of: "creating at least one computer folder, and moving or copying 
all or part of project-related computer files and folders to said at least one computer 
folder, or placing shortcuts to all or part of project-related computer files and folders to 
said at least one computer folder" at [01 14H01 18]. 

As per claim 20, Estrada teaches the method according to claim 15, further 
comprising the step of: "organizing all or part of project-related information objects 
related to one or more projects, copies of the information objects, or links to the 
information objects, in at least one predetermined computer folder for subsequent 
distribution of work between several devices, which at least one work- distribution 
computer folder is then copied to a memory storage device, sent over a computer 
network, or synchronized with another computing device; and wherein the work on a 
project is coordinated employing a variety of computer devices" at[0019]-[0020] and 
[0114H0118]. 
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As per claim 21, Estrada teaches the method according to claim 20, further 
comprising the steps of: "detecting if new information objects have been added to 
existing information objects or updated in at least one work distribution computer folder; 
and if there are new or updated infomnation objects in the at least one work distribution 
computer folder, then adding, creating or updating events to an interaction history 
database and updating lists of project-related information objects" at [0019]-[0020]. 

As per claim 22, Estrada teaches the method according to claim 1 , further 
comprising the steps of: "organizing project-related information objects into sets, the 
sets being selected from the group consisting of at least: applications, documents, 
folders, URLs, messages, and contacts; and Viewing and editing the sets separately" at 
Figs. 3-14. 

As per claim 23, Estrada teaches the method according to claim 1, further 
comprising the step of: "indicating a set of infomnation objects, which infomnation objects 
should be ignored and not added to lists of project-related information objects when a 
user-action involving one or more information objects from the said set of information 
objects is carried out" at [0031]. 

As per claim 24, Estrada teaches the method according to claim 1, further 
comprising the steps of: "marking a project-related information object or information 
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objects as bound to a specific project; and activating the specific project when a bound 
Information object Is selected" at [0028]-[0032]. 

As per claim 25, Estrada teaches the method according to claim 24, comprising 
"marking a project-related information object or information objects as bound to a 
specific project and further comprising the step of: displaying, when a bound information 
object Is selected, a dialog window and providing means for selecting at least one of: (a) 
making the project, to which the bound information object is linked, active, (b) accessing 
the bound information object without making changes as to which project is active, and 
(c) canceling access to the bound information object" at [0028]-[0032] and Figs. 2-9. 

As per claim 26, Estrada teaches the method according to claim 1 , further 
comprising the steps of: "assigning ranks to project-related information objects; and 
displaying lists of project-related information objects, so that information objects having 
the same rank are displayed as grouped together" at Fig. 26. 

As per claim 27, Estrada teaches the method according to claim 1, wherein 
"items on lists of project-related information objects are displayed as objects located In a 
two-dimensional or three-dimensional space" at Fig. 26. 

Claims 28-34 recite an apparatus for performing a similar method as discussed 
in claims 1-27 and are rejected by the same reasons. 
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Response to Arguments 
4. Applicant's arguments filed August 1 3, 2007 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. The examiner respectfully traverses applicant's arguments. 

As per claim 1 , in response to applicant's argument that the references fail to 
show certain features of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which 
applicant relies (i.e., "location-independent", "application independent", "linking 
information objects to user's projects by detecting the project active at the time of using 
an object", "supporting Individual users") are not recited in the rejected claim(s). 
Although the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the 
specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181, 26 
USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). Further, similar to applicant's invention, Estrada 
teaches at [0118] the step of automatically linking information object (i.e.. "attached file") 
to user's project (i.e. "Xcorp plan") by monitoring user's mailbox and detecting the 
project active at the time of opening the email (i.e. detecting the "Post to" field of the 
email message). Estrada's Figs. 24-25, reproduced below, clearly shows the "Vision 
Statement.doc" (i.e., "information object") is automatically linked to the Xcorp plan 
project upon receiving of the email message. Estrada also teaches at Fig. 25 that 
multiple folders can be associated with a project, and therefore the information objects 
are location-independent. 
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Attached is the first draft of the Vision Statsment for our company. 
Please post your comments. 
Thanks, Colleen 



FIG. 24 




FIG. 25 
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As per claim 2, applicant argued that Estrada does not teach creating database 
entries containing interaction histories". On the contrary, Estrada teaches at least at Fig. 
22 a list of entries associated with Xcorp Plan containing interaction histories comprises 
time of the event (i.e. "received" field"), information object or object used (i.e. 
attachment files), and the project (i.e., "Xcorp Plan"). 
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As per claims 3, 4, 5, 6, and 8, applicant argued that Estrada does not teach 
viewing, editing , visualizing or processing interaction histories. On the contrary, as 



show in Fig. 22 above, Estrada displays the interaction databases for viewing by users. 
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As per claims 7, 26, applicant argued that Estrada does not teach assigning 
ranks to resources. On the contrary, Estrada's Fig. 26 shows the list of resources 
associated with the project in which higher rank resources (i.e. "latest version") are 
listed before lower rank resources (e.g., "original"). 



As per claim 9 , applicant argued that Estrada does not teach clues indicating for 
how long individual projects are not active. On the contrary, Estrada teaches at Fig. 13 
the time line for tasks associated with a project, which implies how long the project are 
not active by comparing the time gaps between tasks. 

As per claim 1 1 , applicant argued that Estrada does not teach minimized and 
maximized views. On the contrary, Estrada teaches at Fig. 1 1 a standard window 
interface including minimize and maximize buttons on top right corner: 
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As per claim 16, applicant argued that Estrada does not teach generating a 
project description document. On the contrary, Estrada teaches at least at Fig. 2 the 
step of creating new project by allowing user to specify a project name and type (i.e. 
project description document). 
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FIG. 2 

As per claim 18, applicant argued that Estrada does not teach storing/opening 
resource that are open at the moment of inactivating a project. On the contrary, Estrada 
teaches [0040]-[0044] the step of detecting "out-of-sync" participants (i.e. "project 
become inactive") and delivery resources associated with the project when the project 
become active again by storing resources in the project folders. 

As per claim 19, Estrada teaches the step of creating "file" folder to store 
attachment associated with the project , as seen in Fig. 24-25 above. 
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As per claim 23, applicant argued that Estrada does not teach ignore information 
object. On the contrary, Estrada teaches at [0031] "avoiding processing several copies 
of the same message", which is same as ignoring duplicate information object. 

As per claim 24, Applicant argued that Estrada does not teach information object 
bound to specific project. On the contrary, as seen in Figs. 24-25 above, Estrada 
teaches the attachment file is bound to a specific project. 

In light of the foregoing arguments, the 35 U.S.C 102 rejection is hereby 

sustained. 

Conclusion / 
5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Khanh B. Pham whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
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41 16. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 7:30am to 
4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain Alam can be reached on (571) 272-3978. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would lil<e assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Khanh B. Pham 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2166 



October 17. 2007 




